
Session follow-up activities 

 

 

Session title: A different kind of genius: how Alan Turing’s daringly different 
thinking helped change the world and win a war 

 
Age range: 11 to 14 years 

 

 

After the session you might like to try the following prompts. 
You might write down your thoughts, record or video them on a smartphone or tablet, 
or discuss them with someone else (household grownups might be a good choice!). 
 

• In what ways could we say that Alan Turing’s thinking was ‘different’? And in 
what ways might we describe it as ‘daring’? 
 

• Alan Turing is believed to have lived with Asperger’s Syndrome. Yet he grew 
up in a society that had not yet recognised that some people are neurodiverse 
(the name given to the community of people whose members have conditions 
including autism, ADHD, dyslexia and dyspraxia). What challenges do you think 
this might have presented for Alan when growing up? 
 

• Write a poem or a letter from Alan to a friend describing his feelings and 
experiences (it’s okay to make up some incidents and feelings – this is a 
creative exercise based on his life!). 
 

• Many history books record that WW2 Prime Minister Winston Churchill said that 
Alan Turing ‘made the single biggest contribution to the Allied victory against 
Germany’ – though it is not certain that he ever actually said this. Do you think 
it would have been a fair comment for Churchill to have made? How would you 
describe Alan’s contribution to Britain’s war effort? 
 

• Alan Turing is sometimes described as ‘the Father of Modern Computing’. Yet 
he never actually built a computer himself. Do you think he deserves the title or 
not? Why do you think this? 
 

• Physicist Professor Stephen Hawking said the emergence of artificial 
intelligence could be ‘the worst event in the history of our civilization’. Do you 
agree? Why do you think this? 
 

• What do you think Alan Turing would have thought about the device you are 
reading this on? Write a poem, a diary entry or a letter describing Alan’s 
thoughts and feelings (it’s okay to make up some incidents and feelings – this 
is a creative task!). 
 

• Computers have certainly changed the world. What is biggest world change 
you would like computers to make in the future? 


